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Introduction

a)

We are interested in learning about the
invertebrates that live in the wetlands, forest and prairie
ecosystem of the Mill Creek outdoor classroom. We are also
interested in learning what different kinds of invertebrates come
out in different seasons and why they come out that time of year.
The wetland is a creek in the outdoor classroom, which only fills
up with water when it rains. The forest ecosystem is a place with
lots of plants and shade which gives home to many invertebrates.
The prairie is a dry land with tall dry grass and has flowers like
sunflowers.

What We Learned

= Forest

= Prairie

= Wetland

¾ It’s harder to find some animals in the winter than in the
summer
¾ How to use the certain types of nets (aquatic net, butterfly
net, and sweep nets), the Burlese funnel, and yellow sticky
cards.
¾ It was hard to adjust the microscopes. We also learned that
it was easy but took a lot of work to write in our science
notebooks.
¾ The number for diversity of invertebrates and the number
of invertebrates in all are not the same.

Possible Errors

Forest

Prairie

Wetland

¾ Spending more time in one ecosystem than others.
¾ Scaring off invertebrates/vertebrates.
¾ Thinking you know what the invertebrate is when you don’t
and get it wrong.
¾ Not looking at the ecosystems in each season.
¾ Not being able to go out because of weather.

Results

Research Questions
¾What is the diversity of invertebrates in the prairie,
wetland and forest?
¾How many invertebrates are in each ecosystem?
¾Do the number of invertebrates change in the
outdoor classroom in spring and fall?

Future Directions
¾ We are going to continue collecting invertebrates
and use the same strategies to see if the population
is still the same or if there are the same
invertebrates or different invertebrates and how
the invertebrates change during the year.
¾We are going to use sticky cards and a minnow trap
to collect more invertebrates
¾We are going to see if the weather changes the
invertebrates they see.

Methods
¾The tools we used in the pond ecosystem were
aquatic nets.
¾ The tools we used in the prairie were sweep nets,
pitfall traps and butterfly nets.
¾The tools we used in the forest were pitfall traps,
butterfly nets, and sticky cards.
¾We did look under the microscope.
¾Then we did also look through the guide to find out
what invertebrates were.
Tools
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